








Please join me in welcoming our new New Interns, by Kristin Tindall

cadre of interns to the Blandford team.

Nicole Pitts graduated from Grand Valley State University last
spring with a BS in Biology and is currently pursuing her Master’s
Degree in Environmental Policy and Management through the
University of Denver. She is interning at Blandford to learn more
about animal and natural resource conservation.

Heather Snyder is a Junior at Grand Valley State
University pursuing her Bachelor’s degree in
Natural Resource Management. She is interning at
Blandford as a part of her major requirements and is
currently developing a vermi-composting program.

Rene Rosier, December graduate of Aquinas
College with a degree in Environmental Science
and a minor of Sociology, wants to pursue a
career educating the next generation about the
environment we live in. A native from the east
side of the state, she has come to know and love
Blandford Nature Center and the opportunity and
experience it provides.

Clara Trippel, GVSU Natural Resources Management Intern is
implementing a Forest Management Plan by applying her skills and
knowledge gained while working with Grand Valley Professor Ingrid
Aguayo. Clara will lead NRM students in a woodland survey and
inventory of Blandford’s timber resources.
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Farm Update, by Aaron Snippe

Hello! My name is Aaron Snippe and I am the new Blandford
Farm Manager. I was hired on here the beginning of January

and since then I’ve been busy planning for this farm season.
Currently, I am in the middle of ordering seeds for the 40+ types
of vegetables we will be growing, building a walk-in cooler for
the vegetables, ordering supplies, and planning some educational
workshops tied to the farm. Although there is snow on the ground,
there are still many things for farmers to do in the winter.

The farm will be run as an organic CSA (Community Supported
Agriculture). A CSA is a partnership between the farm and
members from the local community. The members support the
farm by signing up in the winter and spring. The farm then
supplies the members with a weekly share of produce based on what is ready to harvest that
week. Members have the satisfaction of knowing they are receiving fresh local produce and they
know their farmer.

Aaron at work.

We are currently offering 25 CSA shares to members of Blandford. If you are interested, or
would like more information, please feel free to contact me. You can reach me at asnippe@
blandfordnaturecenter.org or 616-735-6240 ext. 23.

We also will be selling vegetables at the Fulton Street Farmers Market on Fridays. Make sure
to look for us there! If you would like to come to the farm and buy produce, we will have
vegetables for sale Tuesday afternoons. Pick up fresh produce on your way home and check out
the farm while you’re there.

Our community garden is expanding this year from 24 to 50 plots and they are available for $40.
If you are interested in a plot you can contact Jesica at jlamden@blandfordnaturecenter.org.
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Wildlife Center Update, by Lori Martin

The Wildlife Department at Blandford began
the year with a successful start to the “Sponsor
An Animal” program. Beth Horrigan, Elliott
Rader, Austin Schimp, Todd Thompson,
Darrell Thompson, and Max Stefanski

all sponsored animals at Blandford. Their
sponsorships brought in $450 for the animals!
Sponsorships are a great gift for yourself

and others. If you are interested, stop by and
pick up a sponsorship form in the Wildlife
Education Center, or download the PDF from
our website.

I need a name

There are now two new animals available for
sponsorship. Our recent additions are a second
Barred Owl and a domestic rabbit. The owl

is a male that was hit by a car, suffering head
trauma and permanent damage to his right
eye. The Center will provide him permanent
shelter, and use him in wildlife education
programs. He shares a cage with our other
Barred Owl, a female resident since 2002.

Our new domestic, or pet, rabbit was adopted
from the Humane Society. He is a Smonth old
American rabbit., the pet rabbit we had for

five years, passed away in August. We wanted

another pet rabbit for our mammal programs.
Our new bunny is adorable, loves to jump
around and explore the center in the mornings
while we clean, and loves lettuce and hay. We
are currently holding a drawing to pick a name
for him. Come see our new bunny and donate
$1.00 with your name suggestion. Drawing is
March 1.

News from the rehabilitation center: we
released three birds of prey back into the wild
in late December and January. All three had
been hit by cars. A Great Horned Owl, an
Eastern Screech Owl, and a Red-Tailed Hawk
were each released into their native territories
in Jenison, Fruitport, and Wayland.

We welcome Kyle Bibby from Grand Valley
State University as our new winter intern. He
will work with CA Frost students to inventory
the Wood Duck boxes and is working on a
grant for the Wildlife Department. We are
happy to have him join our team of volunteers
and interns.




Volunteer Activities, by Peta Yeiter

January 2011 had 598 hours logged by 32 volunteers. Thanks to all our fantastic volunteers!
Would you like to become a volunteer? Here are upcoming opportunities.

Spring/Summer Volunteers Needed

Spring and summer are great times to enjoy the
outdoor sun and give back to the environment.
Come lend a hand to redo our frog pond

along the Stiles Trail. Assist with trail and
garden maintenance, lawn mowing, and farm
preparations. We have lots of projects that we
need your help completing.

School Program Trail Gyides Needed . Field of Green Festival - June 18
Lead education outdoor hikes for Grand Rapids
area school groups. Work with teachers and
chaperons to provide a safe experience to groups
of 15 or fewer students, grades pre K-6. Tours are
scheduled Monday-Friday 9am-3pm.

Come enjoy the outdoors and great music
while volunteering. Assist with games,
activities, admissions, or other tasks.

Contact Peta Yeiter at 616.735.6240 x10 or

Spring Trail Guide Training peta@blandfordnaturecenter.org

March 31, 9:00am-12:30pm.
RSVP Kiristin at 616.735.6240 x 13 or
katindall@blandfordanturecenter.org

Property Update, by Mark Rankin

2010 was an exciting and productive year here at Blandford. Many
projects that were long overdue were addressed. Improvements to the
trails reached farther than ever in recent years. A major erosion issue
was addressed and planning is underway for other erosion problems
on the property. I would like to thank all of the organizations, group -
and individual volunteers that made this possible. |\ M L -

An exciting project for my department was the redevelopment of our Mark herding snow

garage workshop. Eikenhought, a local roofing supply company, donated the shingles and other
materials that helped kick-off this project. In order to work on the roof we emptied the garage

and were able to create a new kind of space that will increase our ability to maintain and improve
facilities here at Blandford. Projects for this year are in the planning stage but for now it’s all about
Sugarbush. We are preparing the Sugar Shack and all the necessary accessories that go along with
the maple syrup season in hopes of a bumper crop this year. Come join in the fun.
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Sugarbush Festival Is Coming

March 5, 12, and 19

Sugarbush trail tours, including the Sugarhouse.
12PM- 4PM, $3 Per Person.

Tours take approximately 1 hour.

Weekday group tours available by RSVP.

March 26

Pancake Breakfast at CA Frost School.

9AM - 12PM, $10 Adults - $5 Children.

Fee includes admission to Sugarbush Festival.

Sugarbush Festival only.

10AM - 5PM, $5 per person.

Sugarbush trail tours include our heritage buildings:

School House, Log Cabin, Blacksmith Shop, and General Store.




